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Lowery.  Although most of the city’s 
businesses listed in 1893 were small, valued 
at less than $500, and suffered a poor credit 
rating, the city’s history as a place for blacks 
to prosper held up hope for a better future.

resulted in more African Americans holding 
public and visible offices in the city and 
county.52  Especially notable was John C. 
Dancy, who was nominated by President 
William H. Harrison and confirmed by the 
Senate in 1891 for the post of Collector of 
Customs for the port of Wilmington. Dancy 
was paid approximately $4,000 a year, more 
than most top state officials. 
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One of the more ambitious projects of black 
business leaders was the incorporation of the 
Wilmington Livery Stable Company in 
1897, led by some of the city’s successful 
businessmen such as John Hargrave, 
Frederick Sadgwar, Elijah Green, and 
William Moore.
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Besides seeing increases in their 
financial status, Wilmington’s blacks 
benefited from their support of Republican 
politics.  Patronage and equitable hiring 
practices among city and county leaders 

                                                 
50 Reference Book of the Mercantile Association of 
the Carolinas, 1893, 214-225.  
51 The Wilmington Livery Stable Company was 
incorporated in August 1897 and its first Board of 
Directors were: President Franklin Wright, Secretary 
Redrick D. Dew, Vice President Altimore Walker, 
Treasurer Charles A. Foreman, and members George 
F. Manly, F. G. Manly, John J. Austin, Thomas 
Haywood, E. D. Green, Fred Jones Jr., John A. 
Hargrave, Frederick C. Sadgwar, William A. Moore, 
and G. J. Dixon.  The company operated for only one 
year, closing its doors after November, 1898. New 
Hanover Incorporations, State Archives, North 
Carolina Office of Archives and History, Raleigh; 
Reaves, Strength Through Struggle, 296-7. 
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An invaluable trade for the city’s 

economic life was that of the stevedore.  
Stevedores worked on the docks loading and 
                                                 
52 In the beginning stages of the white supremacy 
campaign of 1898, Democratic newspapers pointed 
out that there were 40 black magistrates (justices of 
the peace), 6 black school board members, 4 or 5 
black deputy sheriffs, 14 black policemen, a black 
legislator, a black register of deeds, 3 black aldermen, 
4 black health officers, and a black collector of 
customs.  Additionally, blacks held at least 12 federal 
jobs in the city. Morning Star (Wilmington), August 
20, 1898.   
53 Dancy was reappointed in 1897 by 
PresidentWilliam McKinley and held the job until 
1901.  Logan, Negro in North Carolina, 46-7, 106; 
Reaves, Strength Through Struggle, 385. 


